Reagin-mediated hypersensitivity reaction in the rat hindpaw and its inhibition by antianaphylactic drugs.
Immediate hypersensitivity reactions are usually studied locally by the passive cutaneous anaphylaxis method. In the present experiments reaginic antibody-induced hypersensitivity was produced in the rat hindpaw (passive paw anaphylaxis or PPA). Increased vascular permeability was determined by measuring the increase in paw volume. The reaction in the paw and its inhibition with antianaphylactic drugs was found to be similar to that in the skin. The PPA is fast and easy to perform and can be used to study hypersensitivity reactions in the rat.